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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

088698 141558Z/46 

OP 141520Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9228 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 4702 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR, XF, LE, IS 

SUBJECT: ISRAEL-LEBANON MIXED ARMISTICE AGREEMENT: TIMEO 
DANAOS 

REF: USUN 3169 

1 . WE THINK TUENI IS TALKING THROUGH HIS HAT. REAFFIRMATION 

OF ARMISTICE AGREEMENT BY ISRAELIS IS UNLIKELY TO BE REGARDED 
AS GREAT SUCCESS FOR SARKIS GOVERNMENT. COMING IN PRESENT 
CLIMATE OF ARAB SUSPICIONS ABOUT CHRISTIAN TIES WITH ISRAELIS. 

IT IS MORE LIKELY TO BE REGARDED AS A FAUX PAS BECAUSE 
MOST ARABS WILL ASSUME ISRAELIS HAVE ULTERIOR MOTIVE WHICH 
GOL EITHER TOO NAIVE TO SEE, OR IN WHICH IT IS CONNIVING. 

THEY WILL ASK WHY JUST LEBANON AND NOT SYRIA, JORDAN AND EGYPT? 

2. REAFFIRMATION OF ARMISTICE AGREEMENT MAY VERY WELL BE 
USEFUL STEP, BUT DO NOT BELIEVE WE SHOULD GET OURSELVES IN 
POSITION OF ENCOURAGING ANYBODY ONE WAY OR THE OTHER. 

THESE ARE UNCHARTERED WATERS. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BEIRUT 04702 141557Z 

3. BOUTROS, INCIDENTALLY, HAS NEVER RAISED QUESTION 

WITH ME AGAIN. NOR HAS HE MENTIONED LEBANESE REPLY TO SYG'S 
NOTE. I WONDER IF HE KNOWS ABOUT IT. 

PARKER 
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